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It's only the colour of the print on the display

that can be changed. The background colour
always remains white, while the transport icons
always remain grey. The print on the display can
be assigned one of eighteen different colours,
including a pure black | ended up using black
because although it's not exactly the sexiest of
the eighteen colaurs on offer, it was by far and
away the easiest to read, After choasing your pre-
ferred type colour, you can then adjust the screen
brightness thraugh seven different levels—which
includes off.

In normal use, the screen shows elapsed
time (track) in very large numerals in the centre
of the display, while to the left of this is shown
the number of the track being played and the
total number of tracks on the disc. This is the only
information that’s available—you can't show
remaining tirme in a disc or track, for example,
and there is no CO-Text function.

Pressing and holding the large Metronome
logo at the top left of the screen causes a second
screen to appear, on which you can choose
output voltage level (1.4Y, 2.5V or 3.5V), your
preferred digital filter, and preferred display print
colour. At the top right of this second screenis a
tag labelled Input ONAOFE.

SACD/CD PLAYER/DAC

Pressing this brings up a third screen that allows
you toactivate {or deactivate) the AQWO's digital
inputs. This means that if you have only one device
connected you can de-activate the other five
inputs so that you don't have to cycle through
thern on the main screen input selector. If the
Metronome's top-loading system is a bit clunky,
that will be down to the user, because nothing at
all is automated—it all has to be done by you....

by hand. If the lid doesn't slide back smoothly,
you'e not pushing it smoothly enough. If it doesn't
close smoothly, well you're not pulling it steadily
enough. And if the player starts making strange
moaning sounds when you do close the lid, well
that's because you forgol to put the magnetic
polyoxymethylene puck/clamp on top of the

disc! It would have been nice if Metronome had
included an optical sensor so the AQWO would
not even try W spinup adisc if the puck/clamp
was not present.

Although Metronome has used the most
farnous top-loading mechanism in the past, the
Philips COM12PRO, and still uses this drive in the
Kallista DreamOne (thanks to its foresightedness
in purchasing a large number of them—together
with a shed-load of spare parts—before Philips
shut down production), the mech used in the
AQWO is made by D&M Holdings in Japan. It's
closely modelled on the DCM12PROC and, like it,
uses a twin laser single pickup that houses both a
650nm wavelength laser (for SACD) and a 780nm
wavelength laser (for CD) in a single optical system.
This techinique ensures superior dignment and
reduced radiation.

As with all SACD players, it takes a while
1o load a CO (around 11 seconds, compared t©
around nine seconds for an SACD) and, once
loaded, it takes a further eight seconds to actually
start playing music after you've pressed the 'Play’
button, Track skip cperations are also fairly slow:
skip from ane track to another and it will take
around five seconds after you've pressed the skip
button before music starts playing.

Its all worth the inconvenience and waiting
though, because the sound of the Metronome
AQWO is, well, pretty much what you want it to
be, because with six different filters for the digital
domain plus the cheice of using either solid-state
or valve arnplification for the analogue dornain, the
AQWO has twelve completely different and unigue
“sounds available to suit your personal preferences,
your musical tastes and the other components in
your audio systern. | started my listening sessions
with a very clean-sounding CD of Davitt Morony
playing Bach's Art of Fugue on harpsicherd. It didn't
take very long for me to decide | preferred the
sound | was hearing from the solid-state stage over
that from the valve stage.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Price: 27,995 (Plus $3,395if
you option in the valve stage)
Frequency Bandwidth:
10Hz-50kHz £0.1dB

THD: -954B Max

5/N Ratio: >95dB

Gain Error: (.125 Max
Phase Error: +1°

Output Voltage:2.5V/25V
(Balanced/Unbalaneed)
Pick-up Mechanism:

D&M SACD mechanism
D/A Conversion:1 AK4457
chip per channel PCM+DSD
512

Digital Inputs: 1x<USBE
(Type B), 2<AES/EBU (XLR),
2x5PDIF (RCA), 2xOptical
(Toslink)

Digital OQutputs: AES/EBU
(XLR), SPDIF (RCA), Optical
(Toslink), I'S (HDMI).

Touchscreen: 21x9 - 65
inches’
Analog Qutputs:

Unbalanced (RCA)/Balanced
(XLR)

Power Suppl’y: 3 torowdal
transformers with 10 inde-
pendent regulation lines
Power Consumption:

GOVA (Max)

Dimensions (WHD): 425 x
130 % 415mm

Weight: 15kg

Warranty: Two Years
Contact: Advance Audio
Australia on (02) 9561 0799 or
visit www.advanceaudio.com.an

AUCHD ESOTERACK



